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IE  ARE  ASSEMBLED  to  revere  the 
memory  of  George  Brown  Goode, 
Doctor  of  Philosophy,  Doctor  of 
Laws,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  an  honored  member  of  many 
American  and  European  scientific  societies, 
President  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, Vice-President  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution,  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  a  man  of  superior  intellect,  be- 
loved by  all  who  knew  him,  with  a  charac- 
ter most  magnanimous,  full  of  true  charity, 
one  who  always  had  the  entire  confidence 
of  his  friends  and  associates,  and  who  filled 
many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility 
and  discharged  his  official  duties  with  com- 
plete satisfaction.  Doctor 
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Doctor  Goode  was  born  in  New  Albany, 
Indiana,  on  the  thirteenth  of  February,  1851, 
and  died  at  "Whitby,"  his  home  on  Lanier 
Heights,  in  Washington  City,  on  the  sixth 
of  September,  1896. 

At  the  early  age  of  forty-five  was  he  thus 
suddenly  called  to  lay  aside  his  scientific  and 
patriotic  work,  when  just  beginning  to  enjoy 
the  results  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
of  arduous  labor. 

Of  an  ancestry  entirely  American  for  more 
than  two  and  a  half  centuries,  he  inherited 
many  laudable  traits  from  his  forefathers, 
numbered  among  the  founders  of  the  Vir- 
ginia, Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New 
Jersey  Colonies,  and  eminent  in  the  military 
and  civil  life  of  those  colonies  during  the 
period  of  the  Indian  Wars  and  the  War 
of  the  Revolution. 

He  graduated  from  Wesleyan  University 
at  Middletown,  Connecticut,  in  1870,  and 
later  studied  at  Harvard  under  that  great 
naturalist,  Louis  Agassiz,  whose  influence,  no 
doubt,  was  felt  throughout  his  future  work  in 
the  field  of  science,  and  which  perhaps  helped 
to  make  him  one  of  the  foremost  zoologists 
of  America,  and  indeed  of  the  world. 

He 
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He  was  intimately  associated  with  those 
eminent  scientific  men,  the  physicist  Joseph 
Henry,  the  naturalist  Spencer  F.  Baird,  and 
the  astronomer  and  physicist  S.  P.  Langley, 
the  present  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

His  great  life  work  was  the  organization 
and  development  of  the  United  States  Na- 
tional Museum,  of  which  he  was  placed  in 
charge  by  Professor  Baird  in  1877,  and  in 
1887  he  was  made  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  charge  of  the 
National  Museum. 

In  1880  he  was  Commissioner  of  the 
United  States  to  the  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  Berlin,  and  in  1883  he  served 
in  a  similar  capacity  at  the  London  Fisheries 
Exhibition. 

In  August,  1887,  upon  the  death  of  Pro- 
fessor Baird,  Doctor  Goode  was  appointed 
to  succeed  him  as  United  States  Commis- 
sioner of  Fish  and  Fisheries,  but  after  serv- 
ing a  short  time  he  resigned  in  order  to 
devote  his  energies  to  his  labors  in  the 
National  Museum. 

He  was  widely  known  for  his  scientific 
work  in  many  branches  of  human  knowledge, 

but 
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but  especially  as  a  naturalist,  and  his  achieve- 
ments in  science  will  doubtless  be  told  by 
the  scientific  societies  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 

We  are  met  to  recall  especially  his  pains- 
taking work  in  connection  with  American 
history,  a  study  to  which  he  was  deeply 
devoted. 

As  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Historical  Association,  found- 
ed in  1884,  his  wise  judgment  was  eagerly 
sought  and  followed  with  the  highest  confi- 
dence. His  published  writings  on  the  history 
of  science  in  America  and  of  the  organization 
of  American  scientific  institutions  are  well 
known  and  show  his  wide  knowledge  of  the 
subjects. 

As  Vice-President  General  and  Registrar 
General  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution he  was  indefatigable  in  establishing 
the  National  Society  on  a  firm  basis,  and 
the  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  owes  him  much  for  his  labors 
and  counsel  during  the  early  years  of  that 
organization. 

As  author  of  "  Virginia  Cousins,"  a  his- 
tory of  the  Goode  family,  he  has  left  a 

magnificent 


George  Brown  Goode  5 

magnificent  memorial  of    his   eminent  skill  in 
genealogical   research. 

His  most  recent  achievement,  and  one  that 
should  make  him  long  remembered,  was  his 
successful  efforts  in  bringing  about  suitable 
official  recognition  of  the  work  of  American 
students  in  France,  whereby  they  may  now 
enjoy  the  full  advantages  and  honors  of  the 
educational  institutions  of  that  country. 

It  is  fitting  that  today,  the  centennial  an- 
niversary of  Washington's  Farewell  Address, 
we  meet  to  praise  the  life  work  of  Doctor 
Goode,  who  was  such  an  ardent  admirer  of 
Washington,  and  who  often  quoted  the  lofty 
sentiments  of  that  wonderful  document  and 
seemed  to  be  inspired  by  its  teachings. 


AT  A  SPECIAL  MEETING  OF  THE  SOCIETY 
OF  COLONIAL  WARS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
COLUMBIA  HELD  ON  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 
17,  1896,  THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLUTIONS 
WERE  ADOPTED: 

Whereas,  On  the  evening  of  the  sixth  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety -six,  our  beloved  friend 
and  companion,  Doctor  George  Brown  Goode,  departed 
this  life,  leaving  us  the  example  of  a  noble  and 
beautiful  character,  of  earnest  patriotism,  broad  liberality 
and  thorough  devotion  to  duty ;  a  life  that  won  him 
the  perfect  confidence  of  his  associates  and  the  world 
at  large,  an  example  that  remains  to  incite  men  to 
do  the  right  with  faith  and  confidence  in  God, 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  record  their  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  great  loss  sustained  by  them  as  individuals 
and  as  an  organization  and  extend  to  the  widow  and 
children  of  their  friend  and  comrade,  late  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  this  Society,  their  deepest  sympathy  in 
this  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That  an  engrossed  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 


RETURN  TO  the  circulation  desk  of  any 
University  of  California  Library 

or  to  the 

NORTHERN  REGIONAL  LIBRARY  FACILITY 
Bldg.  400,  Richmond  Field  Station 
University  of  California 
Richmond,  CA  94804-4698 

ALL  BOOKS  MAY  BE  RECALLED  AFTER  7  DAYS 

•  2-month  loans  may  be  renewed  by  calling 
(510)642-6753 

•  1-year  loans  may  be  recharged  by  bringing 
books  to  NRLF 

•  Renewals  and  recharges  may  be  made  4 
days  prior  to  due  date. 
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